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Independent Assessor bulletin – Issue 18
Dear Independent Assessors,

Welcome to the eighteenth issue of the Independent Assessor (IA) bulletin.  I hope you find this bulletin useful and informative. If you have any suggestions for areas you would like to see included in future editions, do contact me at jessica.porter@hta.gov.uk 
Approvals to date
Between 1 April 2009 and 26 January 2010, 938 IA reports have been submitted to the HTA. Christmas good will was evident in December 09, as we received a record number of five non-directed altruistic cases, all of which were approved. Previous to this the highest number was four, recorded in September 2008. 
Reaccreditation process
As noted in the December 2009 bulletin, the reaccreditation process has now been undertaken and Reaccreditation notices have now been sent out. Please let us know if you have not received your reaccreditation information, at transplants@hta.gov.uk or on 020 7211 3400.
Those undertaking refresher training need to complete this by 26 February 2010. 

Replacement of the online submission system (OSS)

As you may be aware, we will be making changes to some of our IT processes and systems. As part of this we will be introducing a new online portal which will mean changes to the way in which you submit your IA reports, and view progress on your submissions. This new system is likely to be launched at the end of March, and we will provide you with Guidance on how to access and use the system prior to the system going live. Access to the new system will be provided through the HTA website with links on the appropriate web pages.
If you have any questions at this stage please contact us at transplants@hta.gov.uk or on 0207 211 3400.

Additional complications and risks – ABO/HLA incompatible transplants
As you will be aware, there are additional risks and complications that donors must consider when embarking upon an ABO/HLA incompatible donation. There is a greater risk of the graft rejecting (3-4% higher) and the recipient usually requires intervention prior to transplantation. Although the donor and recipient will have been evaluated in a similar fashion to an ‘uncomplicated’ transplant, these additional factors should be fully explored by the IA. The donor must be fully aware and accepting of these when deciding to proceed to incompatible transplantation.  Please include detail of your discussion around this in your report to the HTA.
Thank you for your continued cooperation and support.
Best wishes 

Jess
Jessica Porter

Transplant Officer

Human Tissue Authority
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