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Independent Assessor bulletin – Issue 11 
Dear Independent Assessors,

Welcome to the eleventh issue of the Independent Assessor (IA) Bulletin.  
Approvals to date
Between 1 September 2006 and 11 August 2008, 1717 IA reports have been submitted to the Human Tissue Authority (HTA), 1714 of which have been approved. Two cases have not been approved to date. One case is awaiting further clarification before it can be assessed. Thirty two have been referred to a panel for decision. The average turn-around time for IA reports has been two working days. Of the 1717 reports received: 

· 1649 have been for emotionally / genetically directed kidney donations

· 45 have been for emotionally / genetically directed liver lobe donations
· 2 have been for emotionally / genetically directed lung lobe donations
· 8 have been for paired kidney donations
· 13 have been for altruistic non-directed kidney donation.
IA conference

The 2008 IA conference will be held, as last year, at the Wellcome Collection Conference Centre in London on 5 November 2008. Invitations have now been sent out to all IAs and transplant units. Thank you to those of you who have responded and if you have not yet replied please email transplants@hta.gov.uk as soon as possible, and by 1 September 2008 at the latest. 
We hope that you will be able to attend the conference, those IAs who came last year certainly found it a useful and interesting event. The conference will run between 10.30am and 3.30pm. 
Reaccreditation
As we outlined in the last bulletin, timelines for the reaccreditation process have been revised. In future years, the accreditation period will run concurrent with the financial year (1 April–31 March) rather than the calendar year.
All IAs who are currently accredited for the 2007-2008 calendar year, will have their accreditation extended until April 2009 to fall in line with the next financial year. You will all receive notices to this effect at the end of this month.
Codes of practice consultation period has begun
The HTA’s consultation on eight codes of practice has now begun. Seven of the codes have been revised based on our experience of regulation over the last two years and there is also a new code on research. The consultation started on 1 August 2008 and will run until 14 November 2008. This is your opportunity to input into the advice and guidance that the HTA provides. 

You can download the revised codes of practice, including the revised code on Donation of solid organs for transplantation, from the website www.hta.gov.uk/consultations_and_events/current_consultations.cfm, where you will also find guidance on how to submit responses to the consultation.
Annual leave and accepting referrals


Before accepting a referral for a case, please make sure that you will be accessible in the five working days following the submission of your report. If we need to contact you, in order to obtain further information or clarification, any delay may affect the date of scheduled surgery.  
It is important that you take your leave arrangements into account when scheduling assessments. If you plan to take leave during this five day period, we suggest you ask the Transplant Unit to find an alternative IA on that occasion.
Information included in reports

Please ensure that when you submit a report to the HTA, you include enough information to enable us to make a decision on the case and also double check your report before you submit it. We appreciate this can be time consuming but it is a much quicker process if we do not need to get back to you to for further information. For example:
Section F: Summary of discussions to determine there was no evidence of duress or coercion affecting the decision to consent
In this section please explain how you reach your conclusions as we need detail on how the IA has determined that there is no evidence of duress or coercion, or any evidence of an offer of a reward. This requires more detail than a one line statement which states the IA is satisfied there is no evidence of duress, coercion or offer of reward.

Emergency out of hours approvals

Should you or your associated transplant unit find yourselves in an emergency situation out of office hours please contact the duty officer at UK Transplant (UKT) on 0117 975 7575. This is a 24 hour phone number. The duty officer will then contact a representative at the HTA, who will be able to assess the case and provide a decision. 
Where such cases occur during normal office hours Monday to Friday please contact the HTA transplants approval team directly on 020 7211 3400. 

We expect that such cases would occur very rarely and would usually be triggered by fulminant liver failure. In these cases we would ask that the HTA is contacted at the earliest opportunity once the need for emergency approval has been identified.  
OSS technical problems
We are aware that a number of you have recently experienced problems with the online submission system and your sessions expiring before you have been able to save your work. We understand that on some occasions this has happened when you have had a report open for under an hour.  Reports should not ‘time out’ or expire until they have been open for three hours, but we are working with our IT team to identify if there is an error in the system causing reports to time out prematurely. 

In the meantime while you are writing reports please make sure you save your work frequently as you go along so that if your session does expire your work will be saved when you re-enter the form.
Finally 
If there is anything that you would like to see in this bulletin in future, please send your comments to transplants@hta.gov.uk.
Thank you for your continued cooperation and support. 

Best wishes

Rosanna Bate

Policy Officer

Human Tissue Authority
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