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The Human Tissue Authority (HTA)
The HTA was established on 1 April 2005 under the Human Tissue Act 2004, which extends to England, Wales and Northern Ireland. The HTA is an Executive Non-Departmental Public Body (ENDBP) sponsored by the Department of Health. The HTA’s strategic aim is to create a regulatory system for the removal, use and disposal of human tissue and organs that is clear, consistent and proportionate and in which professionals, patients, families and members of the public have confidence.

Further information about the work of the HTA is available at www.hta.gov.uk
The Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOI Act)
The FOI Act gives the public the right to access information held by central government, local government, police services, the NHS and the education sector. The FOI Act is intended to improve openness and accountability in the public sector. Full implementation of the FOI Act was completed on 1 January 2005.

Further information about the FOI Act can be found at www.ico.gov.uk 
The HTA publication scheme
The FOI Act requires that each public authority adopts and maintains a publication scheme that describes the classes of information that the Authority publishes or intends to publish. The HTA will regularly review this publication scheme and update it where necessary, subject to approval from the Information Commissioner.

Allan Marriott Smith, Director of Strategy and Quality at the HTA has operational responsibility for this scheme.
Classes of information
In line with the IOC’s definition document for health regulators, the HTA publication scheme is classified under the following headings:
· who we are and what we do

· what we spend and how we spend it

· what are our priorities and how are we doing

· how we make decisions 
· our policies and procedures 
· lists and registers 
· the services we offer 
Copyright
The HTA retains copyright control of all documents listed in this publication scheme.

Further information about copyright and publication schemes can be found at http://www.opsi.gov.uk/advice/crown-copyright/copyright-guidance/freedom-of-information-publication-schemes.htm
Fees
Documents in this publication scheme are available to download free of charge from the HTA website. The name of each document in the scheme is a link to the website page where the document can be downloaded.
If you do not have access to the internet, you can request one printed copy of the document/s that you require, free of charge, by contacting:

Human Tissue Authority

151 Buckingham Palace Road
Victoria
London SW1W 9SZ
Tel 020 7269 1900
Email enquiries@hta.gov.uk 
Requests for multiple print-outs may attract a charge for the cost of retrieval, photocopy, postage etc. We will let you know whether this is the case when we receive the request (any charge will be payable in advance). 

Accessing information not listed in the HTA publications scheme
Requests to the HTA for information not listed in this publication scheme should be sent in writing to the above postal or email address. Requests must include your contact details and a description of the information that you are requesting. 

Complaints
If you have a complaint about this publications scheme or the information communicated to you by the HTA, you should write to the HTA at the following postal or email address. The HTA will review all complaints and respond within 30 working days.

Freedom of information complaints

Human Tissue Authority

151 Buckingham Palace Road

Victoria
London SW1W 9SZ
Email enquiries@hta.gov.uk
If you are not satisfied with the response from the HTA, you have the right to refer the matter to the Information Commissioner:

Information Commissioner

Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire SK9 5AF

Full contact details for the Information Commissioner are available at
http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk/eventual.aspx?id=33
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	Who we are and what we do

	Our people
	High level structure of the HTA including biographies.

	Authority Members
	List of Authority Members and their biographies.

	Contact Us
	Contact details for the Human Tissue Authority.

	Key messages guide
	The guide to our key messages explains in clear and accessible language what the HTA is and what we do.

	Human Tissue Act
	One of the two laws under which the HTA operates.

	EU Tissues and Cells Directive
	One of the two laws under which the HTA operates.

	EU Organ Donation Directive
	A new law which the HTA will implement.

	Licensing and inspections
	Information relating to key elements of our regulatory approach.

	Summary inspection reports
	Key learning points from a range of information that we hold about the establishments that we regulate.

	Donation
	Information relating to the HTA’s role in the regulation of tissue donation. 

	FAQs
	Frequently asked questions about the HTA’s remit.
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	HTA Annual Report and Accounts
	Account of the HTA’s work and financial accounts.

	Finance Report
	A regular finance report is published as part of the papers for Authority meetings. 

	Expenses data
	Expenses data is published quarterly since January 2010.

	What are our priorities and how are we doing

	HTA Strategic Plan 2008/09 – 2013/14
	The HTA’s strategic aim and objectives.

	HTA Business Plan 
	Outline of the main tasks that will be delivered by the HTA during the year.

	Annual Review
	The Annual Review describes our key achievements for the financial year.

	Strategic Performance Review
	A regular strategic performance review is published as part of the papers for Authority meetings. 

	Hampton Implementation Review
	An assessment of our regulatory performance against the Hampton principles.
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	A description of the Authority's governance arrangements.
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	Information about the operation of the Authority and its committees.

	Authority meeting papers
	Agendas, papers and minutes from meetings of the Authority. Minutes include a record of decisions made.
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	Policies and position statements
	Links to HTA policies and position statements.

	Codes of practice
	Guidelines to HTA licensed and regulated sectors.

	Licence application guidance
	Guidelines for applying for a licence.

	Licence fee structure
	The HTA's licence fees.

	Inspections
	Information about the inspection process.

	E-newsletter
	E-newsletters provide details of changes to the HTA's regulatory policies. 

	Freedom of Information and Data Protection policy
	Information about how to make a Freedom of Information request and about our Data Protection statement

	Complaints procedure
	Policy and procedures for handling complaints.

	HTA vacancies
	List of available jobs at the HTA.

	Lists and register

	Register of interests
	Register of interests for Authority Members.

	List of licensed establishments
	List of establishments which are licensed by the HTA in each sector.

	Contact details for medical schools
	Contact details for medical schools for the purposes of body donation.

	Freedom of Information disclosure log
	List of information disclosed as a result of requests under the Freedom of Information Act (available from January 2010).

	The services we offer

	Training and conferences
	Details of HTA training and conferences.

	Training course for DIs
	An e-learning course designed to train Designated Individuals on the core knowledge required to carry out their statutory duties.

	HTA events
	Details of HTA events and public meetings.

	HTA news
	News stories relevant to the HTA.

	Independent Assessor bulletin
	Bi-monthly email bulletin for Independent Assessors
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	Bi-monthly email bulletin for Accredited Assessors.

	Living-donor transplants leaflet
	Information about the role of the HTA in the donation and transplantation of organs from living donors.
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	Information about donation of bone marrow of peripheral blood stem cells.

	Media resources
	A variety of resources available for the media.
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