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Extending the HTA publication scheme
Purpose of paper

1. To bring to the Authority’s attention a planned project to extend the HTA publication scheme (mandated under the Freedom of Information Act 2000). 

Background
2. As part of its compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the HTA is required to adopt and maintain a publication scheme. Publication schemes are guides to the information a public authority will publish (e.g. Annual Reports and Authority papers). Their rationale is to help stakeholders understand what a public authority does and the service it provides. 

3. The Authority has previously discussed and noted the contribution which our publication scheme plays in ensuring the HTA is an open and transparent organisation (reference HTA (15/06)). 

4. A recent internal review recommended that the HTA should extend its existing scheme to regularly publish a range of additional information not currently covered, e.g. expenses data for Members and the Senior Management Team. These extensions will contribute to greater transparency in the HTA’s operations and will be consistent with the push within the public sector for this data to be published. The extensions proposed were accepted by SMT.

5. The HTA intends to initiate a project during this financial year to deliver this extension to the publication scheme.

Specific issues relating to individual establishments

6. The review also began to look in more detail at the issues associated with the publication of more information related to individual establishments. Members have on a number of occasions expressed a desire to move in this direction e.g. through the Communications Members’ Group. The Authority formally agreed this direction of travel as part of the Licensing, Enforcement, Investigation and Inspection Strategy earlier this year (reference HTA (17/09) as supporting both good regulatory practice and the fulfilment of our statutory duty (s38(2)).
7. Although the HTA is committed to the principle of transparency in the publication of establishment-level information and the presumption that we will make this information available under the publication scheme, this is tempered by other obligations which we must consider.  Specifically the Freedom of Information Act provides a number of legitimate exemptions which the HTA may need to invoke in certain circumstances to prevent disclosure. Examples of exemptions which may be invoked include section 31 of the Act which relates to prejudice to law enforcement activity or section 43 which relates to prejudice to the commercial interests of third parties.

8. The Authority should therefore note that, even after the extension of the scheme, there will remain some need to consider the publication of establishment-level information on a case-by-case basis.

Project approach

9. There are a number of reasons for managing this as a project: 

· the need to build the web pages necessary to hold the information
· decisions to be taken on periodicity of publication. The most likely option at present being quarterly release of all relevant information 
and specifically in relation to establishment-level data: 

· decisions are still to be taken on the exact scope of an extended publication scheme i.e. precisely what information will and will not be published about an establishment
· the need to communicate these changes to regulated establishments in advance of publication
Action
10. The Authority is invited to note the issues raised in this paper.  
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