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Accredited Assessor bulletin – Issue 8
Dear Accredited Assessors,

Welcome to the eighth issue of the Accredited Assessor (AA) bulletin. 

Approvals to date

Between 1 September 2006 and 11 August 2008, 157 AA reports have been submitted to the Human Tissue Authority (HTA). All of these have been approved. The average turn-around time for AA reports has been two working days.  

Codes of practice consultation period has begun

The HTA’s consultation on eight codes of practice has now begun. Seven of the codes have been revised based on our experience of regulation over the last two years and there is also a new code on research. The consultation started on 1 August 2008 and will run until 14 November 2008. This is your opportunity to input into the advice and guidance that the HTA provides. 

You can download the revised codes of practice, including the revised code on Donation of allogeneic bone marrow and peripheral blood stem cells for transplantation, from the website www.hta.gov.uk/consultations_and_events/current_consultations.cfm, where you will also find guidance on how to submit responses to the consultation.
Submitting reports: Communication question
Section D of the report asks for information about any difficulties experienced when communicating with the donor. This section should be completed in situations where there are specific communication difficulties with the donor or the person acting on behalf of the donor. Such difficulties may include issues relating to language, speech or hearing. 

In cases involving a very young donor, who are too young to communicate with, you do not need to answer the question about whether there were any communication difficulties with ‘yes’, as it is the person acting on behalf of the donor who you will be communicating with. In a case such as this, you would only need to answer ‘yes’, and complete the rest of section D if there were specific communication difficulties, such as language, with the person acting on behalf of the donor.
Information included in reports
Please ensure that when you submit a report to the HTA, you include enough information to enable us to make a decision on the case. We appreciate this can be time consuming but it is a much quicker process if we do not need to get back to you for further information due to lack of detail in the report.
Finally 
If there is anything that you would like to see in this bulletin in future, please send your comments to transplants@hta.gov.uk. 
Thank you for your continued cooperation and support. 

Best wishes

Rosanna Bate

Policy Officer

Human Tissue Authority

