HTA communications report 1 September – 30 September
Media and articles

Coverage that mentions the HTA

The HTA issued a media release announcing the publication of the five summary inspection reports (18 September):

www.hta.gov.uk/newsroom/media_releases.cfm 

This received coverage in both BMA news and the BMJ and featured a quote from Sandy Mather. The abstract of this article can be found below. The full text of these articles is available from the HTA.
www.bmj.com/cgi/content/extract/337/sep17_4/a1713
Shaun Griffin wrote a commentary for the onCore UK newsletter about how the HTA engages with researchers. onCore UK was set up as a collaboration between governmental and non-governmental agencies to act as a national biosample and information resource towards developing new interventions against cancer.

www.oncoreuk.org/documents/NEWSIssue42008-09.pdf 
The HTA was also mentioned in an article announcing the opening of the Antony Nolan umbilical cord blood bank. 
www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2694209/Umbilical-cord-bank-could-save-thousands-of-lives.html
Coverage linked to the work of the HTA

A recent survey has found that many doctors are opposed to proposals to "presumed consent" for organ donations. 
www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/health/2676275/Doctors-opposed-to-presumed-consent-for-organ-donations.html  

Meetings and events

4 September – Adrian McNeil, Peter Lemmey, Sandy Mather and Shaun Griffin met Michael Redfern QC and Keith Smith at the HTA office.
10 September – Adrian, Shaun and Kristi Adams met Herbie Newell (Director of Translational Research) and colleagues from Cancer Research UK, London.

17 September – Adrian, Sandy and Shaun met Professor Adrian Newland of the Royal College of Pathologists, London.

18 September – HTA report-back and public Authority meetings at the Wellcome Collection Conference Centre, London.
18 September – Kristi attended Regulatory Reform Conference, London.

18 September - Kate Robson-Brown spoke at the ‘Skeletons: London's buried bones’ event held at the Wellcome Collection, London.

19 September – Authority members’ away day at the Wellcome Collection Conference Centre, London.

20 September – Caroline Browne attended the Association of Anatomical Pathology Technology conference, Birmingham.

22 September – Shaun attended the Organ Donation Taskforce Programme Delivery Board meeting, London.

25 September – Sandy and Caroline met Jeff Adams and Connor O'Connor of the Forensic Science Regulation Unit of the Home Office at the HTA office.
29 September – Shirley Harrison, Adrian, Sandy and Peter met the Coroners’ Society, Royal College of Pathologists, Ministry of Justice and Department of Health at the HTA office. 
Staff update

Since the last Chief Executives report, Anthony Noble has joined the HTA as a Regulation Manager and Rachel Fowler, Regulation Officer, has left.
