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Media and articles 

Coverage mentioning the HTA

Directed deceased organ donation 

A regional newspaper reported that Laura Ashworth’s mother has been offered new hope for a living kidney transplant from her sister.

Spenborough Guardian, “Hope for mum denied dead daughter's kidney” (20 June)

www.spenboroughguardian.co.uk/news/Hope-for-mum-denied-dead.4202600.jp 
Transplant tourism 


The Evening Standard reported how a leading London surgeon has called for British organ donors to be paid compensation for their kidneys, to stop patients traveling abroad and exploiting people in poor countries. The HTA provided a comment to the Evening Standard.

Evening Standard “Surgeon Calls for living organ donors to get reward” (16 June, page 2) 
[No link available]
This story followed an article in the British Medical Journal. 
BMJ “Commercial transplantation in Pakistan and its effects on Western countries” (14 June)
www.bmj.com/cgi/content/extract/336/7657/1378

Coverage linked to the work of the HTA

Alistair Cooke case

Members of the Mastromarino organ-trafficking ring (Alistair Cooke case) have now been sentenced. 

The Times, “World in brief: Alistair Cooke organ thief jailed” (20 June) 
www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/article4175251.ece 
BBC, “US body snatch mastermind jailed” (27 June) 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/7478358.stm  

Presumed consent
Further articles appeared on the subject of presumed consent, including an article in the Times. 

The Times, “Organ donation not ready for opt-out move” (9 June) www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/scotland/article4100487.ece 

Definition of death 
The Sunday Times reported that the Government is considering allowing organs to be taken from people before they are officially brain dead, in an effort to tackle the shortage of transplant donors.  

The Times, “Brain-death test dropped to boost organ donation” (29 June)
www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/health/article4232319.ece
Meetings and events 

6 June 2008 – Adrian McNeil and Peter Lemmey met Glenis Willmott, MEP, and members of the transplant team at Nottingham University Hospital to discuss what the UK approach should be towards the proposed EU organ donation directive. 

17 June 2008 – HTA directed deceased donation workshop continuation, London. 

18 June 2008 –Peter Lemmey attended an Organ Donation Taskforce programme delivery board meeting, Manchester. 

20 June 2008 – Adrian McNeil spoke on training for living donor organ transplantation, at the ‘Living donor abdominal organ transplantation: state of the art’ conference, Italy. 
23 June 2008 – Shaun Griffin attended an Organ Donation Taskforce public event on presumed consent, London. 

27 June 2008 – Shaun Griffin, Peter Lemmey and Kristi Adams met colleagues from the Wellcome Trust and Medical Research Council about the Research code of practice, London. 
Staff update
No staff have joined or left the HTA during this period. 
