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Independent Assessor Bulletin – Issue 8  
Dear Independent Assessors,

Welcome to the eighth issue of the Independent Assessor (IA) Bulletin, and the first of 2008.  We hope you all had a very good break over Christmas and wish you a happy and successful new year.
Approvals to date
Between 1 September 2006 and 29 January 2008, 1153 IA reports were submitted to the Human Tissue Authority (HTA), 1146 of which have been approved. 19 have been referred to a panel for decision. Two cases have not been approved to date. Five cases are awaiting further clarification before it can be adequately assessed. The average turnaround time for IA reports has been two working days. Of the 1153 reports received: 

· 1118 have been for emotionally / genetically directed kidney donations

· 23 have been for emotionally / genetically directed liver lobe donations

· 2 have been for emotionally / genetically directed lung lobe donations

· 4 have been for paired kidney donations

· 6 have been for altruistic non-directed kidney donation.
Reaccreditation

Reaccreditation notices have now been sent out for the accreditation year 1 September 2007 – 31 August 2008. 

There are a small number of IAs who still have to complete the e-learning course before they can be reaccredited for this year, and before they can undertake any further assessments. We have been in contact with them and their referring units about this. Any IA still required to complete the e-learning course who has any queries or issues to discuss can contact us on 020 7211 3400 or at transplants@hta.gov.uk. 
IA Conference

Following the IA Conference held in October 2007 we are now starting to think about planning for an event this year. Feedback received after last year’s event was largely positive, with comments confirming that people found the day useful and informative. However we would like to take this opportunity to ask for you to confirm that a further event this year would be of value and if so, what issues you would particularly like to see discussed. 

We would therefore be grateful if you could email us at transplants@hta.gov.uk to let us know if you would be interested in attending an IA event later this year, and if so any particular issues of forums you think should be included on the day. 
Change of circumstances
We would be grateful if you could let us know immediately if your circumstances or contact details change. It is important that we have the most up-to-date details so that we can contact you quickly about the cases you submit and ensure you receive communications from us. Could you also notify us if you are intending to leave your unit and / or can no longer act as an IA. This is important because we need to make sure that there are sufficient numbers of IAs in each unit.

Checking report details and email addresses
We appreciate that completing and submitting reports can be time consuming, particularly on top of your ongoing workloads. However if you are able to take the time to check information included before you submit your report it does mean we will not have to come back to you in cases where incorrect information has been selected or included in error. For example on a number of occasions recently the relationship selected using the dropdown box has not been the same as that then described within the free text sections of the reports, and we have had to ask for clarification. 
Before submitting reports to us we would also be grateful if you could check the email addresses you have entered for the donor clinician and living donor coordinator. Emails confirming decisions on each case are automatically generated using the information provided. Where email addresses are entered incorrectly living-donor coordinators and donor clinicians may not then receive confirmation of decisions in a timely manner. This is a relatively common error: where the transplants team notices incorrect addresses have been used we do endeavour to forward confirmation emails to the relevant individuals. However this can cause delays in receiving important confirmation information, and if you could take the time to check the email addresses before submission, this would be much appreciated. 

Scheduling of assessments and leave

This issue has been raised in previous bulletins, but we would just like to remind you that before you accept a referral for a case, please make sure that you will not be taking any leave in the five working days following the submission of your report. This has happened in a number of recent cases, and it is important that you take into account your leave arrangements when scheduling assessments. We may need to contact you to obtain further information or clarification: delay in getting this may affect the date of any scheduled surgery.  


Please also do not submit a large number of cases for approval shortly before you are due to take annual leave. 

I hope that the information in this bulletin is of use to you. If there are any issues you would like to see included in future bulletins please let us know, and as ever please contact the HTA if you have any questions.  

Best wishes,

Emma Fisher

Policy Analyst

Human Tissue Authority 
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