
Do I need to a licence to 
store tissue?

• Anatomical examination.
• Determining the cause of death.
• Establishing after a person's death the efficacy of any 

drug or other treatment administered to him 
• Obtaining scientific or medical information about a living 

or deceased person which may be relevant to any other 
person (including a future person)

• Public display of a person or relevant material from a 
person who died less than 100 years ago from the 
commencement of licensing i.e. died after the 1 
September 1906. 

No, if material obtained from 
living a living person

Yes, if material obtained from 
deceased person.

Licence 
required?

• Clinical audit.
• Education or training relating to 

human health.
• Performance assessment.
• Public health monitoring.
• Quality assurance.

What purpose is 
the material being 

stored for?

Research in connection with 
disorders, or the functioning, 

of the human body.

Is it stored for a specific ethically 
approved* research project ? 

Licence 
required?

Yes No

No

Is a licence 
required?

Is a licence 
required?

Yes

No, if material obtained 
from a living person

Yes, if material obtained 
from deceased person.

diagnosis

Licence 
required?

No, this is not 
a scheduled 

purpose.

* Ethical approval needs to be obtained from an 
ethics committee recognised by the UK Ethics 
Committee Authority (UKECA) or the Secretary of 
State e.g. a REC coordinated by COREC




